
PALOUSE TO CASCADES TRAIL
PRESENTATION OVERVIEW

• Trail overview

• A bit of history

• State Parks role

• Upcoming projects

• Challenges

• Other happenings in the 
Greenway



PALOUSE TO CASCADES TRAIL
THE LONGEST TRAIL IN THE WEST

285 miles 
of 

adventure



PALOUSE TO CASCADES TRAIL
IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF THE MILWAUKEE ROAD

• Operated 1840s through 
the 1980s

• Connected Chicago to 
Seattle

• Accommodated steam, 
electric and diesel engines

• Sold to Washington state 
in 1980s



PALOUSE TO CASCADES TRAIL
GAINING OWNERSHIP OVER TIME

• 1984 25 miles

• 1989 85 more miles

• 2006 105 more miles

• 2019 40 more miles

• Today 250 miles
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PALOUSE TO CASCADES TRAIL
A TRAIL WITH A PLAN
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PALOUSE TO CASCADES TRAIL
CONNECTING EAST AND WEST 



PALOUSE TO CASCADES TRAIL
PART OF SOMETHING BIGGER
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• Rails-to-trails 
Conservancy

• 125 trails

• 12 states

• 3,700 miles

• Palouse to Cascades 
Trail is a pivotal link



PALOUSE TO CASCADES TRAIL
YOU CAN’T DO IT ALONE



PALOUSE TO CASCADES TRAIL
INVESTING IN THE FUTURE



PALOUSE TO CASCADES TRAIL

10

• Description
–Concrete decking 

and railings on a 
680-foot trestle

• Need
– Eliminates difficult 

detour 
–Provides Beverly 

Bridge connection

• Completion June 2021

Renslow Trestle spanning I-90 south of Ellensburg – Yesterday & Today

RENSLOW TRESTLE 



PALOUSE TO CASCADES TRAIL
BEVERLY BRIDGE
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• Description
–Concrete decking 

and railings on a 
3,300-foot trestle

• Need
– Eliminates 

dangerous detour 
–Creates an iconic  

destination

• Completion June 2021

Beverly BridgePhoto credit Palouse to 
Cascades Trail Coalition



PALOUSE TO CASCADES TRAIL
EXISTING AND PROPOSED TRAILHEADS 
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• Description
–Replace 23 signs 
–Updated signs 

• Olallie, 
• Olmstead Place
• Ginkgo

• Need
–Update trail name
–Promote the trail
– Improve way 

finding

• Completion 90% 



PALOUSE TO CASCADES TRAIL
CHALLENGES – WORKING IN A FIRE ENVIROMENT



PALOUSE TO CASCADES TRAIL
CHALLENGES – MISSING INFRASTRUCTURE



PALOUSE TO CASCADES TRAIL
CHALLENGES – INCONSISTENT SURFACING



PALOUSE TO CASCADES TRAIL
CHALLENGES – VEGETATION MANAGEMENT



OLALLIE STATE PARK 
TRAIL SYSTEM EXPANSION



OLALLIE STATE PARK
MT. WASHINGTON ACQUISITION



LAKE EASTON STATE PARK
LAKE EASTON BRIDGE RESTORATION



PALOUSE TO 
CASCADES 
STATE PARK 
TRAIL
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Questions?


