


Welcome! 
Thank you for your interest in Washington State Parks! 

This packet is designed to help you enjoy your local state parks,
answer some commonly asked questions, and provide you with
resources to learn more! 

All the information in this packet is customized for students and
guardians from Bow Lake Elementary School. 

For more information visit: https://www.parks.wa.gov
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Discover Pass is required to visit a 
state park or other state-managed 
recreation lands. 

Revenue from Discover Pass 
replaces general fund tax funding 
no longer available to cover the 
cost of operations. 

8t
h 

Pl
ac

e 
So

ut
h

Fire 
Ring

Reef 
area

Scuba 
rinse 

station

Creek 
shelter

Bridge 
shelter

Gate North Rim 
Trails

South Rim 
Trail

14
th

 Pl
ac

e S
ou

th

16
th

 A
ve

nu
e 

So
ut

h

Picnic area

Park boundary

Picnic 
shelter

Information

ADA 
accessible

Hiking

Boating

Scuba diving

Swimming

Playground

Food station

Viewpoint

Moorage 
buoy
Parking

Ranger 
station
Trailer 
dump
Shower

Restroom

M
arine View

 D
rive

25205 8th Place South Des Moines, WA 98198  •  Information Center (360) 902-8844

Saltwater State Park

P
u

g
et

 S
o

u
n

d

McSorley Creek

Intended as general overview. Not to exact scale.  
Please see park staff for specific park layout details.
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Welcome to Saltwater
   Saltwater State 

Park is a 
picturesque 
park situated 
along the 
shores of 

Puget Sound. 
It features 

1,445 feet of 
saltwater shoreline 

and is located halfway between the cities 
of Tacoma and Seattle. The park offers 
beautiful views and wildlife-watching 
opportunities.

   Saltwater is the only state park that 
features an underwater, artificial reef 
on Puget Sound. Visitors may explore a 
wonderful diversity of sea life and marine 
environments, including tide pools and 
salmon spawning in McSorley Creek. 
   Visitors also may enjoy exploring the trails 
on foot, fishing, sailboarding, bird watching 
or simply relaxing. 
   Campground is open from May 15 to Sept. 
15 with reservations, campers without a 
reservation may only stay one night at a time.

Please note: Alcohol is not permitted at Saltwater 
State Park. This policy is strictly enforced throughout 
the park, including reserved picnic shelters. 

Park amenities and facilities 
   Saltwater State Park offers several 

amenities and facilities to make your visit 
more enjoyable and comfortable, including: 

• Two shelters can accommodate 50 guests
  each. The shelters are reservable by calling

  (888) 226-7688.
• 147 unsheltered picnic tables. Most picnic sites.

  are near the beach or along McSorley Creek.
• One volleyball field and two fire circles.
• 2 miles of hiking trails.



FIND YOUR PARK
Dash Point State Park
All travel times, distances, and transit options begin at your school. 
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Distance:       

Travel Time:   

Transit:          

15 miles by car

33 minutes

Take the 574 to the 186; total walking less than 1 mile

Additional Transit Information can be found on page 18. 

Beach Exploration
Bird Watching
Camping 
Geocaching
Hiking, Walking, Rolling, and Running
Interpretive Activities
Kayaking
Metal Detecting
Mountain Biking
Paddleboarding
Swimming
Winter Camping

Activities:

Accessible Campsites
Accessible Parking
Accessible Restrooms
Amphitheater
Automated Pay Station
Bike Trails
Concessions

Amenities:

Creek 
Field
Forest
Ocean Beach
Saltwater
Sandy Beach
Viewpoint
Wildlife Viewing

Park Features:

Drinking Water
Fire Pit
Firewood
Grill
Hiking Trails
Image
Park Ranger Station
Parking

Picnic Shelters
Picnic Tables
Restrooms
Showers
Sink
Trailer Dump
Trash Service

For more information visit: 
https://parks.wa.gov/find-parks/state-parks/dash-point-state-park
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Dash Point State Park

5700 S.W. Dash Point Road Federal Way, WA 98023  •  Information Center (360) 902-8844

Welcome. Please remember a Discover 
Pass is required to visit a state park or 
other state-managed recreation lands. 

Revenue from Discover Pass replaces 
general fund tax funding no longer 
available to cover the cost of operations. 
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Welcome to Dash PointDash Point State Park 
is situated on Puget Sound in Western 
Washington and is a very popular park for 
water recreation. This 398-acre camping park 
features 3,301 feet of saltwater shoreline. 
The beach provides unobstructed views of 
the Sound and excellent opportunities for 
sea-life study. 
   The park features a sandy beach perfect 
for relaxing, flying kites or bird watching. 
Visitors may explore 11 miles of hiking and 
biking trails or enjoy swimming, fishing, 
skimboarding and sailboarding. Small, 
hand-launched boats, such as canoes 
and kayaks, are allowed.

Overnight accommodations
   The park offers 111 standard campsites and 27 utility 
sites that accommodate RVs up to 40 feet. For large 
camping groups, the park also has a group camp 
that accommodates up to 96 guests. The group camp 
features a large open area and 12 smaller sites. 
   Dash Point also offers seven cabins for overnight 
rental. Each cabin is furnished with a queen-size futon, 
bunk bed that sleeps three, table with four chairs and 
small end table. Outside is a picnic table and fire 
pit with grate. Bathrooms and showers are nearby. 
All cabins are heated, but visitors should take along 
blankets and warm clothing as evenings can be cool. 
Pets are only allowed in cabin C1 with a $15 pet fee per 
night. Each cabin can accommodate up to five guests.

Park amenities and facilities 
   Dash Point State Park offers several amenities 
and facilities to make your visit more enjoyable and 
comfortable, including:
• Two covered picnic shelters, reservable by calling
  (888) CAMPOUT or the park at (253) 661-4955
• 73 unsheltered picnic tables, available first come,
  first served
• Amphitheater
• Modern restrooms with hot showers (in campground)
• Modern restroom at the beach 
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Discover Pass FAQs
What is a discover pass?

More than 100 developed state parks
More than 350 primitive recreation sites, including
campgrounds and picnic areas
Nearly 700 water-access points 
Nearly 2,000 miles of designated water and land
recreation trails
More than 80 natural areas
More than 30 wildlife areas

The Discover Pass offers you access to millions of acres
of state recreation lands in Washington, including:

A Discover Pass is required for all vehicles parking in
Washington State Parks and on Washington Fisheries
and Wildlife and Department of Natural Resources land. 

What if I take public transit or walk?
Anyone who takes public transit, walks, rolls, or rides their bike into a
state park does not need to purchase a Discover Pass.

Sample

How much is a discover pass?
Daily:       $10
Annually:  $30

What are Free Days?
There are 12 free entrance days in 2023. To learn more about free
entrance days visit: https://www.parks.wa.gov/167/Discover-Pass.

For more information visit: https://www.parks.wa.gov/
15
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Take Public Transit
to State Parks!

xœűŊ =źƮűƩǊ £ĴƩƜź ÝƜČűƢœƩ

For more information visit: https://www.parks.wa.gov/

Youth under 18 ride FREE on all King County Metro Transit busses! To learn
more about King County Metro Transit, visit them online at
https://kingcounty.gov/en/dept/metro. 
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ÕźƮűĮ ÝƜČűƢœƩ

Many State Parks are Close to Transit Lines! You can find which busses
will take you to state parks using maps websites like Google Maps or by
visiting the transit website. Follow the links below to learn more about
transit options near you! 

Youth under 18 ride FREE on all Sound Transit busses! To learn more about
Sound Transit, visit them online at https://kingcounty.gov/en/dept/metro. 

!ĮĮœƩœźűČũ ÝƜČǃĴũ ­ƙƩœźűƢ
For more information on transit options, visit your counties website! 

King County: https://kingcounty.gov/en/dept/metro/travel-options/.

Pierce County: https://www.piercecountywa.gov/701/Transportation-
Options

Snohomish County: https://snohomishcountywa.gov/1593/Transportation
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· Park Hosts · Marine Hosts · Interpretive Hosts
· Project Volunteers · Special Events · Trail Maintenance
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We Are Parks!
Volunteer Program

If you are interested in volunteering or hosting,
visit online at parks.wa.gov or call

360-902-8583 
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Volunteer Program
We Are Parks!

Volunteers play a vital role in sustaining 
the treasure that is Washington State Parks.








